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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamo (JP 2002-243354, abstract, drawings) in view of Yun (2001/0052741). 



With regards to claim 1, Kamo discloses: a communication pad mounting 
structure of a refrigerator, comprising: a seating space provided at a door for selectively 
opening and closing a storage space formed in a main body of the refrigerator such that 
a front face thereof is open (see fig. 1 , fig. 10); a communication pad detachably seated 
in the seating space, the communication pad inputting operational signals and 
displaying a variety of information to the outside (3, see fig. 10, abstract); a supporting 
means provided in the seating space, the supporting means supporting the 
communication pad (4, 19, 20, see fig. 10,11). 

Kamo fails to disclose: a connecting means for pivotably connecting the 
supporting means in the seating space, whereby the communication pad can be 
selectively located at a position out of the seating space. Yun teaches: a connecting 
means for pivotably connecting the supporting means in the seating space, whereby the 
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comnnunication pad can be selectively located at a position out of the seating space 
(see fig. 2b, 5b). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to provide a means for partially removing the communication pad while leaving 
it still attached to the refrigerator for easier access during programming. 

With regards to claim 2, Kamo discloses: a holder for supporting at least two 
surfaces of the communication pad in such a manner that the communication pad is 
mounted in the holder of which a front surface is partially opened so that the 
communication pad can be seen from the outside (4, 19, see fig. 10). 

With regards to claim 3, Yun teaches: a slot formed long at a side of the seating 

space; and a link portion for connecting the holder and the slot so that the holder can be 
tilted 25 from side to side along the slot (slot 22a supports pin 1 1 , see fig. 2b). 

With regards to claim 4, Yun teaches: a pair of links (pin 1 1 ), wherein an end of 
each of the links is connected to the slot in order to pivot and move along the slot, and 
the other end of each of the links is pivotably connected to a side of the holder (see fig. 
2b). 
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With regards to claim 5, Yun teaches: the other ends of the links connected to 
the holder are connected pivotably about the same rotational shaft (axis of rotation 
centered on pin 1 1 ). 

With regards to claim 6, Yun teaches: the links are formed in a curved shape with 
the same radius of curvature (the pins are round). 

With regards to claim 7, Kamo discloses: a communication pad mounting 
structure of a refrigerator, comprising: a seating space formed at a surface of the 
refrigerator so that a front of the seating space is opened (see fig. 1 , 10); a 
communication pad detachably seated in the seating space, the communication pad 
providing signals at least from one side to the other side between the refrigerator and a 
user (3, see fig. 10, abstract); a supporting means for supporting the communication 
pad so that at least a front surface of the communication pad is exposed to the outside 
(see fig. 10, 11). 

Kamo fails to disclose: a connecting means for pivotably connecting the 
supporting means in the seating space. Yun teaches: a connecting means for pivotably 
connecting the supporting means in the seating space, whereby the communication pad 
can be selectively located at a position out of the seating space (see fig. 2b, 5b). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to provide a means for partially removing the communication pad while leaving 
it still attached to the refrigerator for easier access during programming. 
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With regards to claim 8, Kamo discloses: a holder for supporting upper and lower 
ends of the communication pad, wherein a front of the holder is partially opened so that 
the communication pad is seen from the outside, and at least a side of the holder is 
opened so that the communication pad is slidably mounted (see fig. 10, 11). 

With regards to claim 9, Kamo discloses: a pair of slots formed long from side to 
side at upper and lower ends of the seating space (see fig. 10). 

Yun teaches: a pair of links, each of which has an end connected to the slot to 
pivot and move along the slot and the other end pivotably connected to a side of the 
holder, whereby the holder can be tilted from side to side along the slot (pins 11 & 12). 

With regards to claim 10, Yun teaches: the other ends of the links connected to 
the holder are connected pivotably about the same rotational shaft, and the links are 
formed in a curved shape with the same radius of curvature (the pins are round). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEPHANIE MCLAREN whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 270-71 27. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantz F. Jules can be reached on (571) 272-6681 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/SDM/ 
12/19/08 
/Frantz F. Jules/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3744 



